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vorite prescription of M. Guyon, the milk preventing any irritant effects 
upon the mucous membrane. In the cases of urethritis posterior 
accompanied by painful cystitis, almost the only vesical injection which 
this surgeon finds of avail is one of nitrate of silver (fifteen to twenty 
drops of a solution of 1 in 50). 

M. Hartmann reviews the treatment of painful cystitis in women by 
dilatation of the urethra, and gives a table of forty-six cases, including 
six previously unpublished. In thirty-one of these the result was either 
a cure or great relief of symptoms. Full details are also given of 
twenty-eight cases of the artificial formation of a vesico-vaginal fistula 
(kolpocystotomy). For the results as well as for those of cystotomy 
in the male, the reader must be referred to M. Hartmann’s work, no 
less than seventy-one cases of the latter operation are quoted. It may 
here, however, be noted that the writer, following M. Guyon, advocates 
the supra-pubic incision in preference to the perineal one so strongly 
supported by Sir H. Thompson. In some cases where the irritability 
and firm contraction of the bladder persist under an anaesthetic, it 
is however impracticable to perform the hypogastric sectioti. The 
great advantage of the latter in enabling the surgeon to explore the 
bladder and to treat locally its lesions are obvious. 

We can warmly recommend the surgeon interested in the subject of 
“painful cystitis” to read M. Hartmann’s careful and candid work. 

J. Hutchinson Jun. 


Manuel D’Antisepsie Chikurgicale. Par le Dr. Paul Troisfon- 
taine, Paris, G. Steinheil, 2 rue Casimin Delavigne, 1888. 

Manual of Surgical Antisepsis. By Dr. Paul Troisfontaines . 
Senior Assistant at the University of Liege. Assistant Surgeon to the 
Civil Hospitals. 8 vo., pp. 262 with 17 illustrations. 

This is a very good little book, and would be valued by any house- 
surgeon, dresser or practitioner who reads French. It is essentially 
practical and is intended to be a handy guide for everyday use. The 
author has had good opportunities of mastering his subject, having 
been “chef de clinique” of Prof. Gussenbauer (now of Prague), and 
during six years assistant to Prof, von Winiwarter. 

The essential points respecting antiseptic materials and practice are 
given both concisely and clearly. The proper use of each different 
antiseptic is indicated, e. g., how this does best for disinfecting the 
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hands, that for the instruments and how one substance is most valuable 
in ophthalmic and another in obstetric practice 

The second part of the work deals with the antiseptic management 
of special lesions such as compound fracture, osteotomies, herniot¬ 
omies, abscesses, erysipelas, etc. 

An appendix of eight pages treats briefly of obstetric antisepsis. 

C. B. Keetley. 

Transactions of the Academy of Medicine in Ireland, Vol. V., 

1887. Dublin; Fannin & Co.; London, Bailliere, Tindall & Co.; 

Edinburgh, Maclachlan & Stewart. 

The present volume, we suppose, is the last which will appear under 
the old title of the Academy of Medicine in Ireland. For since the 
termination of the session 1886-1887, the euphonious prefix “Royal'’ 
has been secured, and in future we shall have to deal with the Trans¬ 
actions of the Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland. Like its 
predecessors, the volume before us is a bulky tome, consisting of 367 
pages, which include only a selection of the papers which have been 
read before the various sections during the session 1886-1887. The 
papers which have been chosen to form the surgical section are valu¬ 
able and interesting, both on account of their practical character, as 
well as of the important subjects with which they deal. Mr. Wheeler 
contributes a very useful paper on the “Conservative Surgery of the 
Foot and Ankle-joint,” which is inclusive of the records of several 
cases in which he has practiced excision of the os calcis and astraga¬ 
lus for caries of the bones in question. 

Referring to the subperiosteal method of excising the os calcis he 
observes that he does not believe in the advantages claimed for it, 
while it has in his opinion many disadvantages ; moreover, the peri¬ 
osteum is often diseased, and does not alter operations always carry 
out its wonted functions. The case of trephining of the mastoid pro¬ 
cess, by Mr. Fitzgibbon, which excited so much discussion in the 
Medical Press and Circular at the time it was read before the Academy 
is published in full, and is a useful contribution to the subject of brain 
surgery. 

In a paper on “Pylorus Resection” by Mr. McArdle, we learn that 
in more than 50 per cent, of all the cases of cancer of the stomach, of 
which the author has been able to collect the records, the disease was 
confined to the pylorus—the whole subject of the operative treat¬ 
ment of cancer of the stomach is here ably discussed, and a full de- 



